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Education at a historical site

From a site of National-Socialist crimes to a place of learning:  

in its chequered history since 1924,

the house in the Kaiser-Wilhelm-Ring was a site of Nazi injustice,  

as well as an office for denazification and compensation.

In the permanent multimedia exhibition “History – Violence – Conscience”  

the problematic history of the house is explored and discussed.

Moreover, the historical site offers a varied educational program.  

It is a venue for questions concerning historical culture, 

where current right-wing extremism is examined and opposed.

Tours and various theme days for occupational groups and schools  

can be booked and arranged.



An impressive industrialist‘s villa of the Weimar Republic,

the Order Police‘s centre of power in the Nazi period,

later on a site of the denazification of perpetrators

and for ruling on claims of persecutees:

this is the history of the Villa ten Hompel.

History, however, is more than merely past events.

Marks, some more visible than others, have been made,  

in which the past lives on in the present.

Violence marked the history of the Villa ten Hompel.

Once, the desks of the Nazi police officers were located in here

who dispatched policemen into occupied Europe –

to take part in the mass murder of Jews, Sinti and Roma.

Once, the desks of the post-war officials were located in here

who investigated National Socialist acts of violence,

and checked compensation claims of persecutees.

Conscience concerns each and every one of us. 

By taking a look at themselves in the mirror, 

those who use violence on behest of a state 

should face their actions and develop their own conscience.

ROOM 1
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HISTORY – VIOLENCE – CONSCIENCE



The Villa ten Hompel

Rudolf ten Hompel built the villa in 1924 as his residence.

He was one of the richest people in Muenster.

The cement factory owner went bankrupt in 1931.

The Villa then served as a “German agency”.

Today, it is a memorial and museum of the city of Muenster.

Photo: Stadtarchiv Münster
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Exclusion and terror formed the basis of the Nazi state. 

Initially, many political opponents were persecuted, 

such as members of the SPD, KPD and trade unions. 

However, racism was the core of National Socialism. 

Jews, Sinti and Roma were segregated from the German society

by widespread employment bans and dispossession. 

In the years to follow, the act of racial exclusion culminated 

in deportation, enslavement and extermination.

People were also deported into the Reich itself: 

millions from occupied territories 

were compelled to Germany as slave labourers. 

Often treated cruelly, they had to replace German workers, 

who were drafted for war,

in order to maintain economic stability.

Without interfering, the public was often witnessed as spectator,

who even approved of the actions. 

Countless German people at that time grew rich on seized property. 

The entire police took part in the persecution. 

Deportees were driven together in clear daylight. 

The police neither protected nor served all citizens. 

The longer both the Nazi regime and war lasted, 

the more radical and brutal the police force became.

ROOM 2
SEGREGATED BY THE MASTER RACE



The Meintrups

Erna Meintrup with her non-Jewish husband in 1940.

Her marriage initially protected her from persecution.

But in 1945 the police deported her to Theresienstadt.

She survived the ghetto and returned to Muenster.

She was never able to talk about her traumatisation.

Photo: Werner Meintrup
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Enslaving the population in the occupied territories, 

systematic genocide of Jews, Sinti and Roma – 

the Nazis waged the Second World War with the goal

of reshaping Europe according to their racial ideology.

For this purpose, the Order Police played a central role. 

The commander of the Wehrkreis VI (between Aachen, Hamm and Bielefeld)  

was stationed in the Villa ten Hompel. 

He was especially responsible for two domains: 

sending police units into the occupied territories 

and maintaining what was seen as order at home. 

This included air-raid protection, policing deportees, 

or conducting various kinds of deportation.

Ideological education was a necessary concern

to turn policemen into political soldiers

who were tasked with suppressing political resistance. 

From the Netherlands deep into Russia, 

people were fighting back against the Nazi regime.

As many as 600,000 persecutees were killed

by units of the Order Police.

ROOM 3
GREEN UNIFORMS, RED WITH BLOOD



Children drawing massacres

Even children witnessed horrible things:

In 1946 the Dutch daily “De Waarheid”

published drawings of Polish children 

showing mass shootings of civilians 

carried out by the Order Police.

Newspaper “De Waarheid”, 2.9.1946
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INSIGHTS
A LOOK INTO THE EXHIBITION

The deportations from Germany to ghettos and camps 

were a “journey to death“ for most Jews.

The police was mainly responsible for the deportations.

A desk as a crime scene: From 1940 to 1944, 

the general of the Order Police send police units 

from the Villa ten Hompel on criminal missions all over Europe.
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Nazi rule also ended violently in Westphalia. 

Public Nazi symbols had to be removed quickly.

Denazification of individuals was not so common, however.

Future needs remembrance: The policeman and painter Anatol 

reminds with his picture of the mass murders of the “green” police

Photos (4): Thomas Köhler
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Alongside the realisation of their racial ideology,

the Nazis started a devastating aerial war 

against civilians, Warsaw, London and Rotterdam. 

Allied forces replied to these actions by releasing bombs on German cities. 

From end of March 1945, the Allies liberated Westphalia. 

Some places surrendered, others reacted with fierce resistance. 

Westphalia became part of the British occupation zone. 

A democratic reorganisation was enforced, 

characterised by denazification and demilitarisation.

Consequences for the police and Nazi officials resulted ruthlessly

in absolute powerlessness.

Nonetheless, they found it easier to re-establish themselves

than the persecutes who returned from exile

or the Nazi concentration camps.

Between starting anew and proceeding with life,

survivors had worse chances in finding a new home than perpetrators. 

Many survivors felt unwelcome once they had returned. 

They were left alone to cope with traumata

and all too often with their own hopes and dreams.

ROOM 4
TIMES CHANGE YOU



Rolf Abrahamsohn

The German-Jewish Abrahamsohn family from Marl 

ran their business until its destruction

by the Nazis on November 9, 1938.

His parents and siblings did not survive the Holocaust.

It was not until 1949 that Rolf was able to move back 

into his plundered parental home. 

However, he succeeded in rebuilding a textile business in Marl.

Photo: Rolf Abrahamsohn
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After the victory over National Socialism 

the balance of power changed fundamentally. 

In the first post-war years, the police

stood under the command and control of the Allies. 

The British occupation zone comprised the areas 

in the northwest of Germany from Aachen to Flensburg.

British military policemen were responsible for law and order. 

German policemen were not allowed to carry weapons at the beginning 

and were subordinated to the British occupation authorities. 

This caused unease among the German police and the population. 

The British wanted the German population 

to actively deal with the crimes of the Nazi regime. 

Shortly after the end of National Socialism, 

Germans had to assist with the burial of concentration camp victims. 

Later, the British forced the German population 

to watch photos and films about the mass crimes.

ROOM 5
UNION JACK INSTEAD OF SWASTIKA



Kurt Kreikenbom

Kurt Kreikenbom was a police officer during the Nazi era.

As lieutenant colonel of the gendarmerie he took part in the war.

He filmed his locations: the ghetto in Polish city of Kutno 

or a deportation from the Belarusian city of Minsk. 

Shortly after the war he went unpunished

and worked unchallenged as a field guard.  

Photos (2): Villa ten Hompel
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Society was shattered by war and dictatorship; 

If Germany was to become a democracy again, 

then it would have to find a way to deal with the past.

The process of denazification started by the Allies 

lost its effectiveness under German leadership. 

From 1951 on, those who had been seen as politically intolerable

were able to return into state service. 

This was also the case for numerous police officers 

who had taken part in Nazi crimes.

A few years later, German government only reluctantly decided 

to at least offer material compensation to persecuted people: 

their representatives and the Allies first had to create pressure 

until corresponding laws were passed in the 1950s. 

For years, other groups were favoured;

war-affected people, bombed-out people and expellees

received aid far more vigorously and faster

than survivors of Nazi persecution.

ROOM 6
EVERYDAY LIFE, AT A COST



Paul Wulf

Paul Wulf is a victim of Nazi “euthanasia”.

He was sterilised as an alleged “feeble-minded”. 

In West Germany, Paul Wulf had to fight hard for acceptance

to be recognized as a “forgotten victim”.

It was not until 1981 that he received compensation 

from the West German Federal Government.

Photo: Ralf Emmerich
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After 1945, the Nazi period remained taboo.

Scores of survivors had no strength to speak out,

the memories were far too painful. On the other hand,

large sections of the population tried hard

to reinterpret the recent past to their benefit;

Perpetrators even portrayed themselves as victims.

As time went by, individual critical citizens,

in particular the children of perpetrators and persecutes,

began to confront the generation of their parents.

New initiatives such as historical workshops emerged,

which developed new forms of public remembrance.

In the 1990s, Germany grew more aware of its past.

Victim groups that had been forgotten were remembered.

This has compelled institutions such as the police

to face their historically burdened past.

Now, the basic issue is how to use history in order to

find a position for both the present, and the future.

ROOM 7
THE FUTURE OF THE PAST



Learning at memorials

Remembrance and learning at memorials:

the Villa ten Hompel also organises trips 

to memorial sites in Germany and Europe.

There is also an intensive international exchange 

with Yad Vashem in Israel, Lublin-Majdanek in Poland

and with the US Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington D.C.

Photo: Stefan Querl
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INFO
Opening hours

Wednesday, Thursday: 18 – 21

Friday, Saturday, Sunday: 14 – 17

Free admission!

How to get to the memorial 

From the train Station about 15 minutes via the Warendorfer Straße.

From the train station with bus lines 33/34 directly to the bus station  

“Villa ten Hompel”.

Contact

Geschichtsort Villa ten Hompel der Stadt Münster

Kaiser-Wilhelm-Ring 28, 48145 Münster

Tel. 0251 – 492 71 01  /  Fax 0251 – 492 79 18

tenhomp@stadt-muenster.de

www.villatenhompel.de 

Texts: Die WortStatt Wien, Dr. Bettina Blum, Thomas Köhler
Translation: John Daly, Max Dahlmer, Annika Hartmann


